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WE’RE  BACK  ON  TRACK. 

Which  has  to  do  with  this  year's  publishing  schedule  for  EQM.  As  you  know,  our  editor,  Diana 
Crawforth,  fell  behind  because  of  health  problems,  but  we  —  and  she  —  are  happy  to  report  that  she's 
well  on  her  way  back  to  good  health  and  in  recent  weeks  has  been  able  to  produce  Issues  3  and  4  for 
1998.  On  that  positive  note,  you'll  find  both  issues  in  this  mailing,  along  with  our  thanks  to  both  Diana 
and  Ruth  Willard,  our  Associate  Editor,  whose  ever-present  assistance  aided  the  process. 


AND  WHILE  ON  THE  SUBJECT  . . . 

About  three  months  ago,  it  came  to  our  attention  that  a  printing  error  had  occurred  with  EQM  #2 
0998).  We  hastened  to  check  our  reserve  supply,  and  found  seven  copies  (out  of  75  or  so)  improperly 
bound,  some  with  several  pages  out  of  sequence,  and,  in  one  instance,  with  several  pages  upside  down! 
However,  we  had  no  way  to  know  how  many  were  sent  to  members  in  that  condition,  and 
consequently,  all  we  could  do  was  wait  to  relate  the  incident  in  this  Newsletter,  ask  members  to  check 
the  pagination  in  their  copy,  and  if  they  discover  it's  flawed,  to  return  it  to  us  for  immediate 
replacement.  After  all,  it's  the  least  we  can  do,  so  if  need  be,  we'll  expect  to  hear  from  you. 

NEW  OFFICERS  FOR  1999. 

As  you  may  recall,  earlier  this  year  we  revised  our  by-laws  for  1999  and  beyond,  to  provide  for  seven 
officers  (president,  four  vice  presidents,  treasurer,  secretary)  to  be  elected  by  the  directors.  As  of 
several  weeks  ago,  the  election  was  held  and  the  candidates  voted  into  office  to  start  their  terms  as  of 
January  1,  1999.  The  slate  is  as  follows:  President  —  Bob  Stein;  Vice  Presidents  —  Paul  Bessey,  Jerry 
Katz,  Ruth  Willard,  Gerry  Wilson;  Treasurer  —  Eddy  Konowitz,  Secretary  —  Norman  Cima.  By  way  of 
"editorial"  comment,  all  members  should  know  the  following: 
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The  search  continues  for  a  replacement  for  Bob  Stein  as  President  of  ISASC.  When  that 
person  is  found,  Bob  will  resign  his  position  shortly  thereafter  and  serve  in  an  advisory  capacity 
during  the  transition.  If  any  member  is  interested  in  the  post  of  President  or  knows  of  other 
members  interested  in  serving,  he  or  she  is  encouraged  to  bring  their  name  (s)  to  the  attention 
of  director  Jan  Macho  for  consideration. 

As  a  vice  president,  Gerry  Wilson  will  take  on  (and,  in  fact,  already  has)  the  responsibility 
for  maintaining  the  ISASC  library  of  publications  and  scale-related  merchandise,  and  for 
handling  the  fulfillment  of  all  such  material  purchased  by  our  membership. 

As  a  vice  president,  Paul  Bessey,  in  addition  to  his  mandated  responsibilities  as  an  officer,  will 
take  ISASC  into  the  millennium  by  utilizing  the  capabilities  of  the  Internet,  e-mail,  Worldwide 
Web,  and  other  high  -tech  communication  tools. 

As  Secretary,  Norman  Cima,  in  addition  to  his  mandated  responsibilities  as  an  officer,  will  take 
on  certain  functions  to  be  specified  and,  in  some  instances,  heretofore  handled  by  the 
President. 


Our  deep  thanks  go  to  Steve  Ginsberg  for  his  many  years  of  service  to  ISASC,  during  which  he 
served  as  both  a  director  and  officer,  supervised  and  operated  ISASC's  library,  served  as 
Boston's  Convention  Chairperson,  and  in  the  course  of  many  conventions,  prepared  member 
convention  badges  and  materials  for  the  Silent  Auction,  as  well  as  managing  the  latter. 

Also,  our  thanks  go  to  Vice  Presidents  Bill  Doniger  and  Joe  Lenorovitz  for  their  steadfast 
service  to  ISASC  over  the  years.  Bill  served  as  Convention  Co-  Chairperson  in  San  Francisco 
(1989),  and  Joe  served  as  Program  Chairperson  in  New  Orleans  (1996)  and  Convention 
Chairperson  in  Los  Angeles  (1997). 
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ATLANTA:  A  TRIPLE  A  DESTINATION. 

And  that's  where  we're  going  in  '99!  True,  it's  still  a  few  months  off,  but  if  the  recent  past  is  any 
indication  (Hershey,  New  Orleans,  LA.,  Toronto),  each  of  our  conventions  seems  to  outdo  the 
previous  one,  especially  in  its  turnout.  So,  to  be  on  the  safe  side,  we  urge  you  to  mark  your  calendar 
right  now  —  Thursday,  May  13,  to  Sunday,  May  16  —  and  if  you're  flying,  to  make  your  plane 
reservations  in  early  January,  the  latest.  More  good  news!  We've  booked  the  Crowne  Plaza  in  Atlanta's 
Ravinia  district  as  our  headquarters  hotel,  and  it's  truly  a  beautiful  property.  And  when  it  comes  to 
good  times  --  sightseeing,  entertainment,  fine  food  and  drink  —  you'll  find  Atlanta's  attractions  second  to 
none.  We're  already  well  along  with  our  program  planning  (all  about  scales  and  weights,  of  course),  so 
all  you  need  do  is  plan  to  be  with  us.  Keep  an  eye  on  your  mailbox  in  early  January  for  more  news  about 
what  you  can  expect,  and  a  reservation  request  form  to  make  your  booking  easy. 


TORONTO  AFTERGLOW. 

On  top  of  our  "love  affair"  report  on  our  conclave  in  Toronto,  we're  especially  pleased  to  tell  you  that 
we  set  a  record  for  "net  proceeds,"  with  the  final  figure  coming  to  $6,347.18  That's  far  and  away  the 
best  we've  even  done,  and  we  want  to  express  our  appreciation  to  Utz  and  Shirley  Schmidt  for  their 
hand  in  running  the  convention  so  efficiently,  and  also  to  Eddy  Konowitz,  our  diligent  treasurer,  for 
pulling  all  the  figures  together  and  coming  up  with  a  bottom-line  that's  absolutely  audit-proof. 

AND  BECAUSE  OF  TORONTO. . . 

It  appears  that  a  regional  ISASC  meeting  is  about  to  happen  As  member  Ben  Smith  tells  us,  the 
Michigan  contingent  met  in  Toronto  and  decided  to  meet  again  this  October  17,  this  time  in  their  own 
backyard.  Ben  then  put  the  idea  in  motion  and  invited  the  13  Michigan  members  and  several  from 
neighboring  states,  along  with  spouses,  to  the  Smith  Home  &  Collection  in  Brooklyn,  MI.  Plans  call  for 
the  affair  to  run  all-day,  informal  in  nature  but  replete  with  presentations  (Utz  Schmidt,  for  instance,  on 
dairy  scales),  and  with  Ben  proudly  showing  his  "computerized  inventory  .  .  .  complete  with  pictures 
from  a  digital  camera,"  as  well  as  his  collection  itself.  And  as  a  treat  second  to  none,  Ben  has  promised 
the  group  that  spouse  "Mary  is  going  to  bake  a  ham  as  only  she  can  "  Lastly,  as  Ben  puts  it,  "It  is 


(over) 


(4) 


intended  to  be  a  day  of  camaraderie  for  scale  collectors."  Keep  tuned  in,  and  in  our  next  Newsletter 
we'll  give  you  an  update  on  the  particulars  of  the  affair.  And  before  we  forget,  we'd  like  to  say  that  we 

strongly  endorse  the  idea  of  regional  meetings  like  this  one,  and  suggest  that  any  member  anywhere 

who  has  the  urge  to  sponsor  one  simply  do  it,  and  to  call  on  us  for  any  assistance  they  might  require. 


JEWELRY  BY  DI  CRISTOFARO. 

We're  referring  to  the  handsome  lapel  pin  created  by  charter  member  Peter  Di  Cristofaro,  who  couldn't 
be  at  this  year's  convention  but  who  donated  500  pins  to  ISASC,  initially  distributed  to  Toronto 
convention-goers  and  subsequently,  in  this  mailing,  to  our  members  at  large.  Yours  is  enclosed,  and  we 
suggest  you  wear  it,  certainly  at  future  ISASC  conventions,  including  regional  ones,  and  also  when 
you're  antiquing  in  malls,  at  shows  and  markets, and  any  place  else  dealers/collectors  congregate.  Who 
knows?  It  just  may  lead  you  to  someone  you'd  like  to  meet  or  is  a  prospective  new  member.  Besides 
which,  it  makes  a  nice  brooch  for  the  ladies  and  tie  tac  for  the  men.  Our  collective  thanks  to  Peter  for 
his  generous  gift. 

A  WELCOME  ADDITION  TO  METROLOGY  LORE. 

Gloria  Lipfert  has  sent  us  an  update  on  the  upcoming  bi-lingual  edition  of  Dieudonne's  Pords 
Monetaires.  a  noted  tome  on  coin  weights  (never  before  reprinted)  and  now  in  the  final  stages  of 
translation  by  Gloria,  husband  Ralph,  and  member  George  Mallis.  Point  one.  The  book  will  be 
published  shortly;  Point  two:  It  will  sell  for  approximately  $45,  and  will  comprise  190  pages,  including 
the  original  French  text,  English  translation,  all  the  Dieudonne  illustrations,  and  photos  with 
commentary  from  the  extensive  Mallis  collection  of  coin  weights;  Point  three:  Copyright  clearance  has 
been  secured,  along  with  an  enthusiastic  endorsement  of  the  project  by  the  Bibliotheque  Nationale  de 
France  and  an  offer  from  the  library  —  most  certainly  to  be  accepted  —  to  write  an  introduction  to  the 
book;  Point  four:  To  order  a  copy,  write  or  call  Gloria  Lipfert,  9102  Drumaldry  Drive,  Bethesda,  MD 
20817,301/530-4925. 
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MISCELLANY 

**  Enclosed  you'll  find  Directory  Supplement  #2,  for  insertion  in  your  directory  binder.  At 
present,  our  member  count  for  North  America  is  363,  with  the  number  expected  to 
rise  as  collectors  continue  to  find  out  about  us  and  hasten  to  join. 

**  And  on  the  subject  of  member  count,  our  Web  listing  is  doing  a  good  job  for  us,  having 
brought  us  eight  new  members  in  the  last  few  months. 

**  Bill  Lindeyer  writes  to  let  us  know  that  he  completely  sold  out  the  balance  of  his  collection — 
about  100  or  so  scales  —  during  his  second  "  marked  down"  offering  to  our  membership. 
He  apparently  knows  what  it  takes  to  loosen  our  members'  purse  strings  (or  wherever  they 
keep  their  money). 

**  In  a  few  short  weeks  you'll  be  receiving  our  yearly  request  to  contribute  to  ISASC's 
Benefactor  Program  for  1999.  This  special  fund-raising  effort  enables  our  Society  to  maintain 
its  high  quality  standards,  and  depends  on  the  generosity  of  our  members.  It's  purely  voluntary, 
but  we  ask  for  your  consideration  when  the  request  reaches  you. 

K*  We've  just  learned  that  IS  ASC/Europe's  Spring  meeting  of  1999  will  be  held  next  April  near 
Manchester,  England,  close  to  an  international  airport  and  a  number  of  fine  hotels.  Hardly  one 
of  their  meetings  goes  by  without  a  number  of  our  north  American  members  taking  it  in,  usually 
as  part  of  a  trip  to  England  or  the  Continent.  The  reason,  of  course,  is  the  enjoyment  built  into 
a  get-together  of  fellow  collectors  from  various  parts  of  the  world,  and  we  invariably 
get  glowing  reports  on  how  the  affair  went.  If  you're  planning  a  trip  across  the  Atlantic  next 
year  and  a  visit  to  ISASC/Europe's  meeting  appeals  to  you,  write  John  Corfield,  Woodfield, 
Longhills  Road,  Church  Stretton,  Shropshire  SY6  6DS,  England,  and  he'll  send  you  particulars. 
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**  This  coining  December,  Eddy  Konowitz,  our  hard-working  treasurer,  will  be  sending  a  dues 
statement  to  each  member,  and  we  respectfully  urge  you  to  pay  it  promptly  so  that  we  dor't 
have  to  ask  Eddy  to  put  in  extra  time  as  a  collection  agent.  And  along  with  the  statement 
you'll  receive  a  membership  directory  update  card,  which  we  ask  you  to  fill  out  and  return, 
but  only  if  your  vital  statistics  have  changed  (address,  phone,  fax,  number  of  scales  in  your 
collection).  Updating  our  directory  is  a  big  job,  and  any  changes  in  your  listing  that  you  give 
us  will  make  our  task  much  easier.  And  thanks. 

AND  SO . . . 

With  the  end  of  "98  approaching,  we  won't  be  writing  you  again  'til  early  1999,  so  we'll  take  this 
occasion  to  wish  each  and  every  one  of  you.  the  most  joyous  of  new  years.  We  hope  yours  is  marked  by 
good  health,  good  times,  and  a  sharing  of  goodwill  close  to  home  and  around  the  world. 


Fraternally, 


